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Valentine-Themed Pancake Supper – Please join 

the Ladies of Holy Family Mitchellville (LOHFM) at 

Heritage Hall for this festive affair on Shrove 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 from 6-8 PM. Tickets 

are just $5 per person ($7 at the door). Children 3 

and under free. Tickets will be sold after all 

Masses. The evening will include Valentine 

themed games, 50-50 raffle, scavenger hunt and 

a Valentine poem contest. 

 

Bible Study: The Passion & Resurrection 

Narratives of Jesus (Seven Weeks) February 22 to 

April 14, 2018. Lessons 1 to 4 cover the Passion 

According to Mark, Matthew, Luke and John and 

take place before Holy Week. Holy Week there 

will be no meetings. Lessons 5 and 6 covering The 

Resurrection according to the same authors will 

be held the two weeks after Easter. The sessions 

will be held on Thursday evening 7:00 to 8:30 PM 

and/or Saturday afternoon 3:30 to 5:00 PM. Most 

sessions will be held in the rectory. The March 

22nd session will be in the Hall classroom. The 

SIGN-UP FORM is available in the back of church. 

Any questions you can reach Rae Magan, 

Coordinator/Facilitator.  

EMAIL: yraemag@verizon.net 

Phone/Text: 301-704-9001 

 

Ash Wednesay Services are at in the church on 

February 14 at 8:00 AM (Mass), 6:00 PM 

(Service), and 7:30 PM (Mass). 

Stations of the Cross are held in the church on 

Fridays of Lent at 7:30 PM. 

The Light is On for You CONFESSIONS are held in 

the church on Wednesdays of Lent from 6:30 PM 

to 7:30 PM.  Mass follows confessions. 

 The Mystery of Love & Life 

We all want to love and 

to be loved.  We are 

drawn to Christ 

because he exhibits a 

perfect love to which 

we yearn and yet are 

unable to find in our 

ordinary personal experience.  Our own efforts 

fall short and too often what we call love is a 

mere posturing with hidden pragmatic and selfish 
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motivations.  The Christian definition of love 

seems oddly connected to two apparent 

contradictions:  joy and sacrifice.  We seek 

happiness and yet all that appetite and passion 

has to offer is a fleeting exhilaration.  This is even 

true in the lives of human lovers.  The body can 

only hint at the happiness the spirit might know.  

Ordinarily we regard sacrifice as loss and not as 

gain. We strive to escape its grasp.  It is most 

often associated with pain and injury.  Jesus 

demonstrates one who embraces the darkness, 

not in despair but as a witness to hope and a light 

we would not otherwise see.  While he agonized 

in the human flesh, his divinity transformed the 

Cross from a sign of defeat into one of victory.  It 

is in our participation or personal offering in that 

oblation that we might begin to find the 

consolation and joy that has for so long eluded 

us.  It is the path or doorway to an eternal elation 

of the soul— where we can know the prospect of 

no more sorrow, no more pain, no more sickness 

and no more death.  The union begins as a seed 

with Calvary and blossoms as a flower on Easter 

morning.  We die with Christ so as to live with 

him.  Our hearts bleed for a love that is perfect, 

lasting and real.  It is only when our hearts are 

joined to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary that this love can be 

realized.  Hearts must be pierced so as to allow 

divine grace to enter inside.  At Christmas true 

Love is born into our world.  That same Love on 

Good Friday ruptures the membrane or wall 

separating this world from the next.  It forces its 

way to where none have gone before.  The dead 

are given entry into heaven and Easter joy invites 

all to a share in the life of the kingdom.  We shall 

abide within the Trinity, where the angels and 

saints see God face-to-face.  Everything changes 

with the mystery of Christ.  Nostalgic and pious 

memory is replaced with the appreciation that 

God knows our names. We are listed in the roll 

book of heaven.  We do not have to fear the 

oblivion of the grave.  The grave no longer means 

eternal silence but rather our participation in the 

chorus of heaven.  The love for which we yearn is 

real and attainable.  It is measured by the infinite 

sacrifice of the Cross and yet its joy eternally 

resounds with a share in the divine love and life.  

The love that we crave is only consummated or 

genuine in union with Christ and in the 

accompanying communion of the saints. 

The Sacred Encounter 

 I am troubled that 

our young people 

have an intensely 

truncated sense of 

history and reality.  

They cannot imagine 

a world without 

digital phones, tablets, home computers, 

widescreen HD televisions, video game consoles, 

and the internet.  Despite tremendous access to 

information, their focus has narrowed and there 

is an almost pejorative view of the past and the 

historical elements of our culture and values.  

Current sports figures, musical performers and 

media actors are idolized while true heroes are 

neglected or forgotten.  Figures that tout atheism 

will point to science as the enlightenment of the 

future while lamenting religion as the 

superstition of the past. 

Given this as the problem we face with secular 

history and a deficient assessment of Western 

culture, the situation is no better when it comes 

to salvation history and our encounter with Christ 

in Scripture.  A history book or biography tells us 

about someone.  The Bible actually introduces us 

to someone.  There is an important difference 

but the difficulty is the same— few are opening 

the books.  I use the image of a book, but the 

issue remains even if we are talking about a 

lecture or the proclamation of the Word from a 
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pulpit.  Many of our brothers and sisters are 

becoming comfortable with a truncated view of 

history and the meaning of life within our society.  

They are getting their religious views from 

authorities fascinated by scandal but not with any 

dimension of sacred truth.  Those who excuse 

themselves from the pews and who gather dust 

on their bibles, have little to nothing by way of a 

living relationship with the Lord. 

What do such people say about Jesus?  Some 

even question whether he existed or not.  Others 

suspect that he was a nice man who was wrongly 

put to death.  They view the sepulcher as the end 

of the story.  The dead stay dead.  The rest is the 

stuff of fairytales.  Certain secular humanists will 

laud Jesus as one who wanted to make a 

difference for the oppressed and the poor.  They 

define him as a well-meaning social worker or 

community activist.  However, if they were to 

look closely at Jesus, their verdict would have to 

change.  He told people to love their enemies and 

to forgive those who hurt them.  He claimed the 

power to forgive sins.  His assertions would even 

including making himself out as God.  If these 

non-believing critics were honest, then their 

assessment would be that Jesus was either a 

stark raving madman or an outright liar.  They 

have left themselves no middle ground.  The 

believer holds out another possibility— that Jesus 

is as he claims— the Son of God and the Savior of 

the world. 

Men are born, live and die.  Every biography 

seeks to fill in the bits in-between.  But this 

pattern is broken with Jesus.  “In the beginning 

was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God” (John 1:1). The story of Jesus 

begins before he is conceived in the womb and 

the Word became flesh.  He would be born and 

soon thereafter heralded by shepherds, magi and 

angels.  He would live as other men had lived.  

However, one day he would put the quiet life 

behind him and engage in three years of 

provocative and supernatural ministry.  He would 

be embraced by some and rejected by others.  He 

would reach out to the weak, vulnerable and 

denigrated.  He would forgive sins and heal 

bodies.  He would be betrayed, tortured and 

murdered.  He would die but he would refuse to 

stay dead.  He promises his friends a share in his 

victory and life.  He promises to send the Holy 

Spirit and that he will never abandon us. 

Jesus keeps his promises.  We are not orphaned.  

He comes to us in his proclaimed Word and in the 

administration of the sacraments.  Indeed, he is 

present as the mystical body of the Church.  

Other historical figures come and go.  But Jesus 

still makes possible a real and saving encounter.  

His disciples do not know Jesus as a figure locked 

in past history.  Rather, Jesus is really present and 

maintains a spiritual relationship or friendship 

with his own.  There are no aging bones or 

blackened ashes of Christ.  There are no relics as 

we have from the saints.  Jesus has awakened 

from his sleep and calls out to us.  His message is 

still that of love.  Indeed, if his resurrection were 

not real then love would be a lie and life a mere 

taunting respite from endless death.  We look 

upon crosses in our churches and appreciate that 

this mystery of redemption has changed all 

human history, sacred and secular.  Jesus dies 

once-and-for-all and never again, and yet this 

mystery holds us in suspension at Calvary where 

we also offer ourselves.  We come to the cross or 

its great sacramental exemplar the altar and we 

bend the knee.  While the spiritually blind are 

oblivious to its meaning, we know the truth.  This 

is the watershed event for all time.  Nothing will 

ever be the same again.  Flowering horizons 

come not merely with computers, telescopes and 

mathematics, but with ancient parables, heartfelt 
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prayer and a man who was so much more on a 

dead tree. 

Darkness & Light 

We find it much 

easier to appreciate 

Lent than Easter.  We 

might get glimpses of 

Easter but for many 

it requires an 

exercise of the 

imagination where we negate the things of 

darkness so as to envision the light.  Critics might 

contend that this is a rather backward way of 

dealing with things.  Usually it is harder to see in 

the dark than in the light.  Lent is the season that 

commemorates the struggle that all mortal 

creatures must endure.  We know all too well the 

jagged edge of existence: suffering, betrayal, loss, 

sadness, sickness, pain, grieving and death.  Many 

might suppose that these elements epitomize 

that which is most real.  The cynic or pessimist 

thus might categorize contentment, belonging, 

comfort, happiness, fidelity, peace and life as 

either fleeting or as aberrational to human 

existence.  Those who deny the Easter mystery 

might abandon themselves either to despair or to 

a libertine search for pleasure, making no 

distinction between the joys that comes with the 

acquisition of a real or an apparent good.  Of 

course, they would also be quick to mention the 

price that one pays to be happy or to anesthetize 

from pain.  Alcohol brings the hangover and 

drugs a case of withdrawal.  Sex results in 

pregnancy and sometimes in venereal diseases.  

Gambling brings a thrill but often empties bank 

accounts.  Sloth weakens muscles and often 

incurs homelessness. Gluttony brings to the fore 

the full ramifications of gravity.  What we do not 

know and what many disbelieve is the prospect 

of eternal life, joy, reunion, and contentment.  

Those who reject the resurrection necessarily 

repudiate heaven.  They might reject hell but if 

life be hard they might accept the existence of 

more of the same.  Easter requires us to look 

beyond what we know.  Heavenly happiness is 

usually reckoned as an extrapolation from 

transitory pleasure to something lasting and 

complete. 

There is a peculiar commonality between 

children and the elderly.  The child may be 

gullible but often easily trusts that there is a 

world unseen from which God calls us and out of 

which he sends his angels to watch over us.  We 

must be cautious that children will be able to 

distinguish the matters that are real and those 

which are fanciful like Santa Claus and the Easter 

Bunny.  The elderly may be discouraged but there 

is still a profound turning toward the divine 

mystery.  They are aware that there are more 

days behind them than before them.  Time in this 

world is running out and urgency strips away the 

distractions that many pursue.  They prepare for 

the world to come and desire to experience the 

unseen realities that were first presented to them 

as children.  Is there an ageless guardian angel 

still by their side?  Will God give back all that the 

world and evil men have taken away?  Trusting 

that God is a loving Father, many begin to yearn 

for the beatific vision and the reunion on the 

other side of the grave. 

 

 

2/2 Presentation of the Lord, 2/3 St. Blaise, 2/5 

St. Agatha, 2/6 St. Paul Miki & Comp., 2/8 St. 

Josephine Bakhita, 2/10 St. Scholastica, 2/14 Ash 

Wed., 2/21 St. Peter Damian, 2/22 Chair of Peter, 

2/23 St. Polycarp  

 

http://blog.adw.org/2014/02/perspectives-on-the-feast-of-the-presentation-of-our-lord-jesus-the-light-of-the-world/
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=28
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=14
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1069
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5601
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5601
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=240
http://www.catholic.org/lent/ashwed.php
http://www.catholic.org/lent/ashwed.php
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=780
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/9-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-chair-of-st.-peter
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=99

